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Public health research demonstrates that policing harms the health, 

educational development, economic well-being, civic, and social 

engagement of communities. 

Extensive literature already demonstrates that policing3 disproportionately harms Black people, 

Indigenous people, people of color (BIPOC), and other marginalized communities.7 The 

proliferation of police training facilities presents a significant investment in the expansion of 

policing, and thus increased violence and harm to these communities. The construction of these 

facilities threatens to exacerbate existing racial inequities in rates of incarceration8 and policing,9 

further exposing residents to health harms from the criminal legal system. For example, the 

expansion of policing caused by Atlanta's proposed Cop City will disproportionately impact the 

community surrounding the facility in DeKalb County, where 54% of the population identifies as 

Black.10 

Public health research demonstrates that policing harms the health, educational development, 

economic well-being, civic, and social engagement of communities.11 Additionally, policing 

contributes to criminalization and creates barriers to supportive social services.12 The health

harms of policing practices, such as police stops and searches,13 incarceration,14 and

community surveillance15 are well-documented in public health literature. For example, one 

study of young men who were stopped by the NYPD found that those who experienced more 

frequent police stops reported having higher levels of trauma and anxiety than those who were 

stopped less frequently.16 
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A growing body of research finds that restorative and transformative justice are effective 

practices to foster accountability and community safety. Evidence suggests that when using 

alternative methods to address harm and accountability, recidivism rates decreased and high 

satisfaction was reported both from persons who were harmed, and those who caused harm.49
'

52 

A restorative justice approach, which emerged from Indigenous practices of accountability for 

harm, has the capacity to respond to harm at multiple levels, transform relationships, and 

prevent future harms.53 Findings from restorative justice programs demonstrate that when 

compared with traditional punitive approaches, those involved have a greater sense of 

satisfaction from the process, a greater sense of fairness, and an ability to reduce engagement 

with the criminal legal system.52 Moreover, evidence suggests that investing in restorative 

justice processes leads to improved mental health for individuals involved in instances of harm, 

particularly when used as an alternative to the carceral system. 50152154 

All federal, state, and municipal governments should invest in further research on non-carceral 

forms of responding to harm and violence. Governments should learn from transformative 

justice practitioners, restorative justice-focused organizations, and other mutual aid, harm 

reduction, and violence interruption community programs. Learnings from those practitioners 

and organizations can assist in the development of a plan for investing in programs that advance 

these strategies to end reliance on incarceration. Governments will need to vision and plan a 

transition to a just public health infrastructure that is trusted by impacted communities, 

community-based, scientifically rigorous, free, fully-accessible, and would replace the fractured 

private corporate criminal legal system that reinforces trauma, bias, and systemic oppression. 

See below for a list of resources on alternative accountability practices that are grounded in 

transformative and restorative justice: 

• How Health De artments Can Address Police Violence as a Public Health Issue

• One Million Ex eriments

• lnterru tin Criminalization
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Indigenous sovereignty, which refers to the inherent rights of Indigenous people to govern 

themselves and manage their lands, resources, and cultural heritage,87 has been severely 

undermined during the push for construction of Atlanta's Cop City. Local Indigenous leaders 

have called for the city to cease the policing of Indigenous and Black people on Mvskoke (also 

called Muskogee) homelands. In March 2023, the ceremonial leaders of the Mvskoke nation, 

whose forebears were forcibly removed from the Weelaunee Forest and surrounding areas 

through the Indian Removal Act of 1830, delivered a letter of eviction to Atlanta Mayor Andre 

Dickens during a Regional Commission meeting, stating: 

"The contemporary Mvskoke people are making the journey back to 

their homelands and hereby give notice to Mayor Andre Dickens, the 

Atlanta City Council, the Atlanta Police Department, the Atlanta 

Police Foundation, the DeKalb County Sheriff's office, and so-called 

'Cop City' that you must immediately vacate Mvskoke homelands 

and cease violence and policing of Indigenous and Black people in 

Mvskoke lands ... 

... Since the 1832 Trail of Tears, where nearly half of our people were 

brutally murdered by the predecessors of the very same entities 

seeking to establish a massive "cop city," the colonial presence of the 

state and local governments of Georgia and police have unjustly 

denied Mvskoke people access to our homelands. As ceremonial 

people, we have come home to gather medicines, have ceremony, 

and be welcomed by our ancestors." 88

Mvskoke nation leaders were escorted out of the building after they delivered the statement. 

Mayor Dickens abruptly left the meeting and refused to speak with the Mvskoke leaders, and a 

response to the letter has yet to be published.89 
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